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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Caroline's Dream <susan@carolinesdream.com>

Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2017 12:44 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay; Brian Carpenter

Subject: Special tax district

Hi Kathleen & Brian, 
 
I enjoyed watching the SB meeting on MCTV today. I’d like to add another point to the discussion regarding 
the DIDC tax.  
 
The Fire District in East Middlebury does indeed have a special property tax. I think it is currently .07 cents per 
$100 and my family have been paying it since moving here 24 years ago. It is not part of our water bill or 
Middlebury taxes, they are paid separately. The money is used to maintain the properties owned by the fire 
district most notably the Sarah Partridge Community House, Gorge land by the Sand Hill Bridge and land under 
the Fire Station and Harold Curtis Park.  
 
I understand and relate to what Dan Brown was saying about nominal amounts and why not get it from the 
general fund so all can pay toward downtown benefits? I counter that having money to pay for places and 
projects in a limited area is a good thing. All general fund money is subject to the will of the town as a whole 
which is great for having all contribute but not so great for getting small projects noticed and paid for when 
there is so much to be done.  
 
The Prudential Committee here in East Middlebury has been able to use the funds to not only take care of the 
Community House but fund a majority of the Ilsley Library branch for many years that is wonderful for our 
community. Others certainly use the library but it would not have happened without the local funding. Money 
has also gone towards resurfacing the tennis courts, basketball courts and other park maintenance which again, 
everyone can enjoy but are of special concern to East Middlebury. 
 
The ability of a localized area to identify their needs and have funds available to leverage grants or match town 
funds can make all the difference when getting projects on a priority list, let alone completed in a timely 
manner. That is the strength of a local tax. Over my 24 years I have heard many new Fire District residents 
question the tax but always see support when they hear how it was spent.  
 
I do think it is time for a comprehensive look at DIDC, BMP & other downtown and economic development 
money is spent. I will say the DIDC should consider carefully if they want to give up the leverage that their 
money provides toward projects that they may view differently than the town as a whole.  
 
You are welcome to share this with the rest of the board, Kathleen. 
Thanks! 
 
Susan 
_______ 
Caroline's Dream | Beauty and Function 
www.carolinesdream.com 
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